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DzATH oF aN OLp YACHT MasTER.—By the death
of Mr. Silas Caws, at the ripe sge of seventy, at Seaview, we
have lost one of the old school of yaoht mastrs, such as were
selected out of the pilot service. Mr. Caws was a remarkably
intelligent, well.icformed man, and highly respected in Lis
pative village. He was apprenticed to Mr. George Grecnbam,
and served his time in one or the other of the East-end pilot
biats Jape or Alarmm, The Alarm was & ve)y smart outter, and
Mr. Weld’s 193-ton cutter of that name used to be called the
“big Alim ** to distingnish her fcom Mr. Greenham's smart
and yacht-like craft. Georgie Greenbam was probably twenty

ears genior to Sias Caws, and was as noted as John Nicbolls
or clevernees in baodling a raciog crafc. His last vessel was
the Pantomioe, whben owned by ]. Markbam, and be won a
great number of prizes with her, iscludiing a Queen’s Cup st
Cewes. Between the years 1520 and 1856 the m.rits of the Isle
ol Wight pilot boats for speed and weatherlicess were fre.
T‘unuy put to the test, and vhere wassuch keen rivalry between
the boats belonging boih t.) Beaview acd Ey le, that they formed
a floe school for fcre and aft sailing. The Alarm was gererally
considered the crack boat, and had perhaps the smartest craw ;
but the Eyde boats Daring, Ma'y, Ano and Klizs, Contest, Lady
| Jane, and Ranger, whose crews bore the names of Austin, Bazxey,
We:rn, Bweetmav, SBteward Wills, and Harvey, were bandled
quite as keenly as those of Seaview, In 1851 Mr. Caws was
selected as pilot for the Sverige in her match with the Amecican
yéobt, and poasibly, if bie advice had been followed, the Bwede
wouold bave wou. 1o 1853 he took charge of Lord Fitzwilliam’s
yacht Gipsy Queen (just purchased from Sir Henry Hoghton),
and remasined in ttau vobleman’s service notil withia the last
tbhree or foar yoears, In 1878 Lord Fiiswilliam bought the
steam yacht Kacblean of Mr, Peun, and in ber Silas Caws spent
his last yachtiog desys afloat. Bat, although Mr. Caws was in
 the service of Lord Fitswillism, he was very frequently found
on board a racing yacht, and was many times pilot of the famons
Fiooa cutter. Ashore he took a very leading part in promoting
the welfare of the inLebitanta of Lis native village and the sur-
rounding parish, and, when a local board was established for St,
Helen's, was oce of ita first members.—The Feld.
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