Percy Ashford Caws — Death Inquest — Isle of Wight County Press, 14 August 1909

"SEAVIEW DROWNING FATALITY.
THE BQDY RECOVERED,

Oon Saturday night the body of the young Seaview
pilot, Percy Ashford Caws, whose drowning we re-
corded last week, was recovered near the spot where
the fatality occurred.

An Inq‘:\est was held at Osborne Schoolroom on
Mouday by the Acting Deputy Coroner (J. Kldridge,
Ksq.). Mr. J. Caws wasforeman of the jury. lusp.
Hawkins was present on bebalf of the polfco, with
Acting-Sergt. Wilson and P.C. Suow.

The CorONER said before they went into the cip-
cumstances of the sad occurrence he should like to
fay that he was sure the jury, as well as himself, very
much regretied the accident which had caused the
death of their townsman, one, he understood, who
was very greatly respected, and whose very prowising
career had been cut short at such an early age. They
all felt the greatest a{t&pnhy and commiseration
with his relatives, who bad suffered such s great loss,
It seemed a very sad thing justin the midst of this
boliday season, and he was sure the jury, and indeed
the whole of Seaview, would wish o convey their
;,uy md L aympathy with those who had been

ereaved.

The FOREMAN endorsed what had been said, and
Mr. WaLLACE Caws thanked the Coroner and jury u
behalf of the famlly.

WaLrace Caws, Seaview, Triujty pilot. said de-
ceased was his brother and his age was 27. He wus a
Trinity pilot, one of the youngest in the rervice.
Witness saw hit at about 6.25on Bauk Holiday morn-
ing, He was then (n o motor-boat. After L¥m aceir
deut witnessand others atiempted torecover the body,
It was eventually recovered on Saturday evening,
{uat before Bo'clock, at the place where Lhe aecident
ippened. Deceased wasquite accustomed Lo go out
sailing. He had been at sew all his lifetime,

HaroLp GUrNEY Davis, eungineer, Seaviow, raid
that ou Bank Holiday he aud his brother went out tor
o sail with the deceased, 10 whot the boat belonged.
It was au open rowing boat, about 14f1, long. They
had o lug sail, which had been uked before. Tne mast
was stepped well in the bow.  The sail was about 100
square feel, 1L was rather & large oue for the Loat,
They saited straight off the shore and then turned
towurds Bembridge. Just before they capsized they
had turned {n owards, Seagrove Bay. Aboul two
minutes after they turned the boat was caught up on
a swell and bore down bow firsth  Sho then went
right over, bottom upwards, They were all thrown
into the water. Witness's brother and deceased got
ou Lo the bottom of the beat snd then deceased ufed
wilbiess Lo go for one of Lthe oars.  Ho started to swiy
for it, and us he got about a yard away from the boat
deceased left the boat and gruppled hinmi.  They went
under the water together, ‘When they came up
wilness got deceased’s grip free aud took hold of him
again, They could not get back to the boat any
more, .

The CorONER : Had the boat drifted away I—There
was a big swell and we could not swim against it
They turced aud wituess swam towards the oars,
which were frow 10 to 14 yurds away. Witness got
one of the oars under deceased, but he did not stay ou
ivlong. Whether that was cansed by the swell or
uot witness did not know,—0). Were t’c:: vear hiai—
1 did pot leave bim all the tiine.—~Q. Were you on the
oari—1 stood by him while lie wus on the oar keep-
ing his head above the waves, byo we could not rise
Lo the waves.—(. What was the last you saw of him 1
—I bad him under the chin and he spoke 1o we, and
then he seemed to lose all consciousness and 1 let him
£0.—. What condition were you then iu yourself /—1
was not unconscious. 1 knew whal was going on
around me, but 1 was belpless; all my strength was
gone.~Q. Have you auy idea at all how long it was
wfter you were thrown out that hesank i1 should sa
it was about two minutes before I wus rescued that {
let hiwa fo. I dowpot know how long we were |y the
waler allogether—Q. We muy tukdit that you held
outo hlu e8 loug as you passibly could I— Y os.
Was be a good swimmer—No.—Q. I do not think he
could swim at wil.—Q. Immediately afier be went
down you were rescued lgy o boat's crew I—Yes, from
Mr. Westray's yacht Kilaora. They took witiess
ashore. The same boat wiso picked up his brother,
There was a ot of wind on the d%ln question, There
were some nusly puffs, hard puifs, They koew that
before they started.—Q. Did you thiuk the sail would
be oo much for the bout. under the clrcumstances J—
No, we thought it would be all right.—Q. Have you
been out with this sail belore!—Yes, but 1ot in the
same position that we hud it on that day.—Q. \Where
:Iulc before when you weut ?uw—lq the forward

wart.—Q. This time it was rightupin the bow —

ar
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Yes, Do you know who altered iti—He altered it
himsell.—Q. Do you kvow if he had beeu out iu the
boat with the sail in that position ¥—No, it was only
aitered oo the Saturday.—Q. It it had been In the
original position, as the wind was blowing what
would have been the effecti~We should have been
all right.—Q. When the bows went down shie would
bave recovered!—sShe would not huve pushed her
bow down like that.—. Did deceased say anything
you in the wateri—He sald " Corne here, Boy" (Lhat
sy viok-oame) ; nothing else but that, That was
about & minute before I let hinrge.—Q. Have you auy
{dea what made deceased leavé the boat and go after
{ou 1—No, not ip the least.—Q. If he'had been uble wo
eep to the boat he would have been gll rlghti—
Yes. When he left the boat my brother and he were
a8 1 ‘ht. us possible, 1 did not touch the boat
wyself,

LioNEL Davis, apprentice engineer, brother to the
last witness, said he uccompavied them on the day 10
question. He oqrrol,wmng& the uquuoe that Lis
brother had giveu. ‘The t was salling vory well
up to the time the puff of wind came. Afterthe
boat overturned he gobt up on tqthe bottom of the
bout. Witness could not swim. . Deceased got up on
the bottom of the boat with him By himsolf, Witness's
brothey started swhmwming for the oars. As soon as
;l.ceued ﬂs&w &2} a;:vlmrrinzpatlor duw o:“h t;a;

u Pedo he after bim, Depeased caught ho
of‘l‘xl m I:I' the chest aud they both went under, De-
coas id not say nuyﬁl.un Lo witiigss, who could
nok imagine why he left the t. Wiluess's brother
got oune o "’,f ars and Jmnr.,nﬂdu decensed, Ay
spon & he had the car under him he seemed to try to
“ﬁ rLUhté‘lg) out of tt;lm ‘wat:r 'fhcu he ;a.nllc. ngain,
° e up r aes's brother was
utn‘eu near him an tookh‘b!d §' érmvw'hen he came

up. He held dece up unt 6 waa exhausted
hrm':{l. lp&éhon had to let him go. Deceared l‘hen
sapk and come up any more, About tive

[

minutes el 13 totwem the timg the boat ove:r-

turued un& &o time they weso rmm&.
The CoroNER briefly summed I‘IP. and sald the evi-
dence was very slmple and plaln. As far as they
rcould see the reason for the accident was the unfor-
tunate alteration, if he might say o, of the place
where the mast was, With the choppy sea and the
puffy wind that there must have been on the morning
of Bank Holiday {t made the boat dip down foto the
water, and consequently, almost uecéssarily, over-
turned her. 1f thero bad been a calmer sea and a
quleter wind thingsa would rmbab!y bave been all
right. It was entirely an accldent, and as far as they
could ree there wis noone to blame. The deceased
bimself nnfortunately altered the poeition of the
mast, which might have been the cause of the acci-
dent. With regard to the avents after the m(dona

he had nsked several questions as to why thed
shonld have left an appurently safe position on
the boat and swum away, aud po explanation coald
be glven of it, . Or.e could only imagine that he bardly
knew himwelf what he was dofng.  Asfar as the cou-
duct of E:rold Davis was concerned they would =ll
be satisfled that he did hix level best to rave the de-
ceused, even leaving himself in a very exhausted con-
dition. He held deceased up to tho last possible
moment, doing all that hé could. If he could have
possibly saved him, no doubt ho would have done wo.
T'he jury unanimounly returned a  vordict of
* Accidental death.” ‘lhey also commended the
i)(rompt. assigtance rendered by the crew of the
iaora, the CoxoNER romarking that bat for
their timely help the Inhabitants would probably
have been mourning thoe loss of other Seuview men.
The feex of the jurymen and witticskes were unani-
mously handed to the Foreman, for the purpose of
procurivg o wreath, and the Coroner asked Lhat be
might be allowed to coutribute.




